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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 1. For use in connection with a communication network 

2 capable of communicating with a plurality of video content servers 

3 storing a plurality of video files for download to a siibscriber, an 

4 apparatus for downloading a first selected one of said plurality of 

5 video files comprising: 

^ a processing system comprising a central processing unit 

7 ^ (CPU) and a memory capable of executing a browser program and a 

8 y video download control program; and 
J! ^ wireless transceiver system capable of being coupled to 
-j said processing system and capable of transmitting video outputs 

J. and audio outputs generated by said browser program and said video 

Si 

j^; download control program to a television set apart from said 
g processing system and further capable of receiving user commands 
and user data transmitted by a viewer control device operated by a 
viewer of said television set, wherein said received user commands 
and user data are used by said browser program and said video 
download control program to browse said plurality of video content 
servers and to download said first selected video file. 
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1 2. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said 

2 browser program is capable of accessing said video content servers 

3 and retrieving therefrom web page data associated with said 

4 plurality of video files and displaying said web page data on said 

5 television set. 

1 3 . The apparatus as set forth in Claim 2 wherein said video 

2 p download control program, in response to a first user command from 

3 g| said viewer requesting a first selected one of said plurality of 

4 g| video files, downloads said first selected video file from a first 

5 \,| one of said plurality of video content servers. 

1 HI 4. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 3 wherein said 

^ y processing system further comprises a mass storage medium capable 

s 5 I 

3 of storing said downloaded first selected video file. 
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1 5. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 4 wherein said 

2 browser program is capable of displaying on said television a 

3 plurality of video selection menus associated with said web page 

4 data, a first one of said video selection menus containing a first 

5 menu option associated with said first selected video file, wherein 

6 said video download control program is further capable of receiving 

7 from said viewer a first video selection command selecting said 

8 first selected video file to be downloaded. 

fi% 

1 m 6. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 5 wherein said video 

2 ^ download control program, in response to receipt of said first 

3 p video selection message, transmits to said first video content 

4 oi server a video request message comprising a subscriber identifier 

5 Q associated with said video download control program, said video 

6 request message capable of causing said first video content server 

7 to transmit said first selected video file to said processing 

8 system when said video download control program subsequently 

9 transmits said subscriber identifier to said first video content 
10 server. 



52 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. VIDEOl-00013 



PATENT 



1 7 . The apparatus as set forth in Claim 6 wherein said video 

2 request message further comprises a video identifier associated 

3 with said first selected video file, wherein said first video 

4 content server uses said video identifier to select said first 

5 selected video file from said plurality of video files for 

6 transmission to said processing system. 

b 

j-s*-.; 

SI 

m 

m 
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1 8. For use in connection with a communication network 

2 capable of communicating with a plurality of video content servers 

3 storing a plurality of video files for download to a subscriber, an 

4 apparatus for downloading a first selected one of said plurality of 

5 video files comprising: 

6 a wireless transceiver system capable of being coupled to 

7 a television set and capable of receiving video outputs and audio 

8 H outputs transmitted by a processing system apart from said 

CI 

9 Q television set and displaying said received video outputs and audio 

10 J' outputs on said television set, wherein said wireless transceiver 

y| 

11 '^j system is further capable of receiving user commands and user data 

12 transmitted by a viewer control device operated by a viewer of said 

13 ^5 television set and transmitting said received user commands and 

14 user data to said processing system, wherein said received user 

15 commands and user data are usable by a browser program and a video 

16 download control program executed by said processing system to 

17 browse said plurality of video content servers and to download said 

18 first selected video file. 
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1 9 . The apparatus as set forth in Claim 8 wherein said 

2 browser program is capable of accessing said video content servers 

3 and retrieving therefrom web page data associated with said 

4 plurality of video files and displaying said web page data on said 

5 television set. 

1 10. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 9 wherein said video 



2 H download control program, in response to a first user command from 

Ci 

3 Q said viewer requesting a first selected one of said plurality of 

4 video files, downloads said first selected video file from a first 

5 fl one of said plurality of video content servers to a mass storage 

6 t,^ medium associated with said processing system. 

1 p 11. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 10 wherein said 

2 browser program transmits to said wireless transceiver system a 

3 plurality of video selection menus associated with said web page 

4 data, a first one of said video selection menus containing a first 

5 menu option associated with said first selected video file, wherein 

6 said video download control program is further capable of receiving 

7 from said wireless transceiver system a first video selection 

8 command selecting said first selected video file to be downloaded. 
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1 12. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 11 wherein said video 

2 download control program, in response to receipt of said first 

3 video selection message, transmits to said first video content 

4 server a video request message comprising a subscriber identifier 

5 associated with said video download control program, said video 

6 request message capable of causing said first video content server 

7 to transmit said first selected video file to said processing 

8 system when said video download control program subsequently 

9 p transmits said subscriber identifier to said first video content 
10 server, 

m 
m 

Si 

Is 13 . The apparatus as set forth in Claim 12 wherein said video 

2 H} request message further comprises a video identifier associated 

m 

3 n with said first selected video file, wherein said first video 

4 HI content server uses said video identifier to select said first 

5 selected video file from said plurality of video files for 

6 transmission to said processing system. 
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1 14. For use in connection with a communication network 

2 capable of communicating with a plurality of video content servers 

3 storing a plurality of video files for download to a subscriber, a 

4 network video player for downloading a first selected one of said 

5 plurality of video files comprising: 

6 a browser program stored on a computer-readable storage 

7 medium capable of being executed by a processing system comprising 

8 a central processing unit (CPU) and a memory; and 

9 ?• a video download control program stored on said computer- 

10 readable storage medium capable of being executed by said 

m 

11 Qi processing system, 

SI 

12 ^ wherein said browser program and said video download control 

PI 

13 |i| program are capable of transmitting video outputs and audio outputs 

m 

14 p: generated by said browser program and said video download control 

15 III program to a television set via a wireless transceiver system 

16 coupled to said processing system and are further capable of 
receiving via said wireless transceiver system user commands and 
user data transmitted by a viewer control device operated by a 
viewer of said television set, wherein said received user commands 
and user data are used by said browser program and said video 
download control program to browse said plurality of video content 
servers and to download said first selected video file. 
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1 15. The network video player as set forth in Claim 14 wherein 

2 said browser program is capable of accessing said video content 

3 servers and retrieving therefrom web page data associated with said 

4 plurality of video files and displaying said web page data on said 

5 television set. 

1 16. The network video player as set forth in Claim 15 wherein 

2 p said video download control program, in response to a first user 

3 command from said viewer requesting a first selected one of said 



CI 

4 gi plurality of video files, downloads said first selected video file 

SI 

5 g from a first one of said plurality of video content servers. 

ni 
m 

1 O 17. The network video player as set forth in Claim 16 wherein 

2 said processing system further comprises a mass storage medium 

3 capable of storing said downloaded first selected video file. 
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18. The network video player as set forth in Claim 17 wherein 
said browser program is capable of displaying on said television a 
plurality of video selection menus associated with said web page 
data, a first one of said video selection menus containing a first 
menu option associated with said first selected video file, wherein 
said video download control program is further capable of receiving 
from said viewer a first video selection command selecting said 
first selected video file to be downloaded. 



19. The network video player as set forth in Claim 18 wherein 
said video download control program, in response to receipt of said 
first video selection message, transmits to said first video 
content server a video request message comprising a subscriber 
identifier associated with said video download control program, 
said video request message capable of causing said first video 
content server to transmit said first selected video file to said 
processing system when said video download control program 
subsequently transmits said subscriber identifier to said first 
video content server. 
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20. The network video player as set forth in Claim 19 wherein 
said video request message further comprises a video identifier 
associated with said first selected video file, wherein said first 
video content server uses said video identifier to select said 
first selected video file from said plurality of video files for 
transmission to said processing system. 



